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Griffins welcome new leader 
New aviation brigade commander to focus on 
new missions 
 
By Pfc. Sonya McNair 
12th Combat Aviation Brigade PAO 

 

ANSBACH, Germany – Col .  Robert  C.  Doerer  took command of  U.S.  Army 

Europe’s  12th Combat  Aviat ion Brigade,  known as  the Griff in  Brigade,  in  a  

change-of-command ceremony Jan.  9  a t  Kat terbach Army Airf ie ld .  

 Doerer  assumed command from Col .  Timothy J .  Edens,  who served as  

Commander  of  12th CAB for  just  over  3 .5  years .    

 “Please know if  you wore or  wear  the Griff in  patch,  or  worked  

for  U.S.  Army Garr ison Ansbach’s  medical  c l inics  or  dental  c l inics ,  

outs tanding aviat ion and ground maintenance contractor  teams and al l  the  

c ivi l ian agencies  on Kat terbach and Storck Barracks,  you were and are  a  par t  

of  the greatest  uni t  and command I  have had the pr ivi lege to  be a  member  of ,”  

said  Edens.  

 The 12thCAB recent ly  re turned from a 15-month deployment ,  organized 

as  Task Force XII ,  in  suppor t  of  Operat ion Iraqi  Freedom. 



 Task Force XII  served at  Joint  Base Balad,  I raq as  the  Corps Aviat ion 

Brigade under  Mult i -Nat ional  Corps-Iraq.   Uni ts  ass igned to  the br igade 

worked in  a l l  s ix  mult i -nat ional  divis ions.   

 “The spir i t  of  teamwork and the feel ing of  family forged over  my t ime 

here ,  highl ighted while  we were in  I raq,  is  something I  am very proud of  and 

for  which I  wil l  a lways be thankful ,”  said  Edens.   

 For  his  service as  commander ,  Edens was awarded the Legion of  Meri t ,  

presented by USAREUR Commanding General ,  Gen.  Carter  Ham. 

 Doerer  comes from the U.S.  Army’s  Human Resources  Command where he 

served as  branch chief  for  aviat ion off icers .   His  career  began in  1985 when 

he was commissioned an Aviat ion Off icer  upon graduat ion from the United 

States  Mil i tary Academy.    

“My goal ,  f i rs t  and foremost ,  i s  to  cont inue on where Col .  Tim Edens 

has  lef t  off  and to  cont inue to  support  the uni t ,  the  Soldiers  and the 

Famil ies ,”  said  Doerer .  

The new commander  summarized his  goals  during the ceremony,  “We 

wil l  cont inue on with the great  t radi t ion this  command has  upheld thus far  to 

get  ready for  our  next  mission.”   
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ANSBACH, Germany – Incoming 12th Combat Aviation Brigade Commander, Col. 

Robert Doerer, passes the unit’s guide-on to brigade Command Sgt. Maj. H. Lee 

Kennedy during a ceremony Jan. 9.  Doerer assumes command of the brigade from 

outgoing commander, Col. Timothy Edens, who has led the Griffin Brigade for the past 

43 months, including a 15-month combat tour in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Chris Seaton 12th Combat Aviation Brigade PAO)  
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ANSBACH, Germany – Outgoing 12th Combat Aviation Brigade Commander, Col. 

Timothy Edens expresses his gratitude to his wife, Leslie, at a change of command 



ceremony Jan. 9.  Edens led the Griffin Brigade for more than 3.5 years, and recently 

returned from a combat tour with the unit in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Chris Seaton 12th Combat Aviation Brigade PAO)  
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ANSBACH, Germany – Incoming 12th Combat Aviation Brigade Commander, Col. 

Robert Doerer, addresses the Soldiers and Family members of the Griffin Brigade 

during a change of command ceremony Jan. 9.  Doerer comes to the CAB after serving 

as Aviation Branch Manager at the U.S. Army’s Human Resources Command.   

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Chris Seaton 12th Combat Aviation Brigade PAO)  
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